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News Release 
 

 
New head of ICE Office of Investigations in Houston announced 

Robert P. Rutt selected as ICE special agent-in-charge 
 
HOUSTON — Department of Homeland Security Assistant Secretary Julie L. Myers today 
announced the selection of Robert P. Rutt as special agent-in-charge of Houston’s U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Office of Investigations.   
 
In his new position, Rutt heads ICE investigations for the Houston area of operations, which 
includes the Texas cities of Houston, Beaumont, Galveston and Corpus Christi.  He has more than 
23 years of law enforcement experience, and has served in a variety of key management positions, 
most recently as the deputy special agent-in-charge for the ICE Office of Investigations in Houston.   
 
Rutt started his federal government career in the U.S. Marine Corps in 1979.  Afterwards, he joined 
the former U.S. Customs Service (USCS) in January 1983.  He was a Customs Patrol Officer in 
Miami, Fla., in the 1980s where he conducted narcotics interdiction missions from U.S. Customs 
interceptor vessels. 
 
Rutt later served as the assistant special agent-in-charge of USCS’s Narcotics and Financial 
Investigations Division in Houston, Texas, from 1999 through 2001.  He also served as a group 
supervisor in a money-laundering task force in Houston. 
 
During his career, Rutt also worked as director of Financial Investigations for USCS headquarters in 
Washington D.C.  When ICE was created as part of the Department of Homeland Security in March 
2003, he worked on transitioning financial investigative programs from the U.S. Customs Service to 
ICE.  He was later assigned to ICE headquarters in Washington D.C. where he served as chief of 
Financial Operations. 
 
Rutt has a Master of Science degree in Management from the National Louis University in Evanston, 
Ill., and a Bachelor of Science in Law Enforcement from George Mason University in Fairfax, Va.  
He is also a graduate of the Federal Executive Institute in Charlottesville, Va.   
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Rutt replaces Joseph R. Webber who retired last fall with over 30 years of federal service. 
 

# ICE # 
 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement was established in March 2003 as the largest investigative arm of the 
Department of Homeland Security.  ICE is comprised of four integrated divisions that form a 21st century law 

enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number of key homeland security priorities. 


